News from the Office

We' ve had abusy spring, with what seems
like an exhausting upsurge in restoration
projects applying for grants. At the January
meeting our trustees considered 13 new
projects and offered grants worth atotal of
£47,000. In May we received 12 new project
applications and agreed new grants totalling
£66,500. We have aready received at least 6
new applications for the next meeting in
October, so 2008 is looking to be our busiest
year. To keep up with thisincreasing work
load and to ensure the fundraising continues
apace, Tara has begun working an extra day
per week, and will be in the office Monday
thru Thursday. Please feel free to contact her
if you have any suggestions for future
Friends visits or fundraising ideas.

The May projects included £25,000 allocated
to anew joint scheme with English Heritage,
which will offer small grants for cleaning
and repairsto local monuments, memorials
and scul ptures. English heritage have also
pledged £25,000 to this scheme, which will
be officially launched in the autumn.

Completed Projects
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Trust Director Diana Beattie hands over r‘:l‘cheque for
£5,000 to Emily Sheath of London Zoo in front of the

new Crittal windows. Photo © ZS_.

On Thursday March 20" Dianaand Tara
attended the re-opening of the Tropical
Birdhouse at London Zoo. Renamed the
Blackburn Pavilion in honour of major
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benefactors the Blackburn family, the re-
opening was the culmination of a£2.38
million investment project to restore one of
the oldest surviving buildings at London Zoo.
The fine red brick and sandstone building
was originally the world’ s first purpose-built
reptile house. It was built to the designs of
Charles Brown Trollope in 1882-3 —only 3
Victorian buildings still survive at the zoo.
The reptile house was converted to an aviary
in 1927-8 and many of the windows were
blocked up or lost to make way for
additional aviaries added on the outside.

Two of the Blackburn Pavilion’s new tenants tuck into
some grubs at the opening. Photo © Z9L..

The original pitched glass and iron roof
carried on stylized columns survived the
many phases of alteration and has now been
beautifully restored. This elegant and lofty
space has been transformed into atropical
habitat with awaterfall, pools and exotic
plants, through which the birds can fly fredly.
Visitors can aso enjoy this open space,
walking through the middle of the complex
as the birds swoop above their heads— it is
one of the Zoo' s most amazing attractions
and will offer visitors a new appreciation of
some of the world’s most brightly plumed
and endangered species.

The Trust gave a grant of £5,000 towards the
re-instatement of the Crittal windows along
the main fagade. This donation was givenin
memory of our late Trustee Kevin Gardner,
who was alife-long fellow of the Zoological
Society of London. We were very honoured
that Kevin's daughters and widow, Baroness
Gardner of Parkes, were able to attend the
re-opening ceremony. We all sincerely hope

Heritage of London Trust, 38 Ebury Street, London, SW1W OLU. Registered Charity no. 280272
Tel: 020 7730 9472; E-mail: tara@heritageoflondon.com; www.heritageoflondon.com




