News from the Office

Baroness Kay Andrews’ visit to some of our East
End “projects in peril” back in October seems to
have borne fruit — following her visit, St John on
Bethnal Green has received a large building
capacity grant from English Heritage, which will
help the restoration work at this Grade | listed
Soane church to continue. The crypt hosts a
sculpture workshop, community groups and
English language courses for local immigrants.

Baroness Kay Andrews OBE speaks to Father Alan
Green at St John on Bethnal Green

We are now settled into our new offices at 34
Grosvenor Gardens. We have more space and
have been joined by Laura Norris of HoLT Ops
and Alice Yates of the Vivat Trust. We also have
a temporary member of staff: Emma Nelson is
working with us for a period of eight weeks
during February and March as part of her work
placement training on the English Heritage
Historic Environment Traineeship (HET)
Scheme. Established in 2008, this Scheme offers
up to ten two-year professional work
placements within the English Heritage planning
and development teams across the

country. Whilst on secondment with us Emma
is helping in the office and also working on
option appraisals for HoLT Ops. For more
information about the HET Scheme, visit:
www.english-heritage.org.uk/traineeships .

Sculpture in Tower Hamlets
Monuments and public sculpture are one of
those ubiquitous forms of heritage that we take
for granted. Every community has an example:
we pass the war memorial, the statue to a local
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philanthropist, the cattle trough or drinking
fountain, the shopping centre public art every
day. We never ask ‘who looks after that and
makes sure that it is kept in good condition?’
Very often the answer is that nobody does.
England lacks a comprehensive register of public
monuments, has no place where you can find
out who owns them, and no system for alerting
the owners to problems.

Edward VII Memorial Fountain (1912), Whitechapel

Road. Its restoration was supported by HoLT but its

condition is monitored regularly due to its proximity
to Whitechapel Market.

Against that background, English Heritage has
commissioned the Heritage of London Trust to
undertake a pilot survey of monuments in the
London Borough of Tower Hamlets. Tower
Hamlets is unusual in that it had already
undertaken an audit of public monuments — so
we already knew what was in the borough, and
where.

!

———
near St Mary’s Churchyard,
Whitechapel Road. It will deteriorate rapidly if repairs
are not undertaken soon.

Drinking Fouhfain (187‘9_)

The aim of HoLT’s survey was to look at the
condition of all the monuments on the Tower
Hamlets list. Three months into the project, it is
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possible to say that monuments tend to be well-
looked after, or in a very poor state —there is no
‘in-between’ category. We discovered that
regular maintenance makes all the difference.
Constant care stops a monument from
deteriorating; in the absence of that care,
monuments quickly go from good to bad —a
vandalised monument attracts further
vandalism; the roots of aggressive ivy, buddleia
or bramble can burst a monument apart in one
or two growing seasons.

The HolLT survey will result in a report and a
series of recommendations for the future care
of public monuments. Both will be published on
our website in April 2010. One aim of the pilot
study will be to encourage other people to
undertake similar surveys. With the 100th
anniversary of the outbreak of the First World
War (28 July 1914) now just over four years
away, public memorials will be in everyone’s
thoughts; HoLT will be trying to make sure that
they last for at least another 100 years.

Christopher Catling

Society of Friends & Events

We are considering a coach trip in the summer,
either to Kelmscott Manor or further afield to
an estate owned by the Vivat Trust — Wellbrook
Manor. As coaches do add quite a lot of cost to
the visit, if you are interested in the idea of a
coach trip, please get in touch with Tara. Details
of future events, which will include visits to
Charlton House and Strawberry Hill, will be sent
out with the Summer newsletter (in June).

Our colleagues at the Vivat Trust have cordially
invited our Friends to join them for a special
lecture On Monday April 19" by Sir Roy Strong
entitled “The Laskett Garden Renewed”. This
will take place at St Gabriel’s Church, Warwick
Square SW1, doors open 6:30pm. Tickets cost
£20 and must be booked in advance. To book a
ticket, please contact Bronwyn at the Vivat Trust

(01981 550 753; e-mail: Bronwyn@vivat.org.uk ).

We have 6 places in the Asics 10K run on Sunday
July 11" — the places are free, but we do ask
that you try and raise a minimum of £50 in
pledges for HoLT. The Asics route takes in many
of London’s most iconic sites, including Hyde

Park Corner, St James’s Palace and Westminster,
so if you'd like a nice jog through London’s
history, contact the office.

Projects Offered Grants

At our Trustees meeting on February 9”‘, 2010, 8
new projects were approved for grants totalling

over £23,500. Details of these projects appear
below.

The Greek Orthodox Cathedral of All Saints,
Camden Street, Camden. Grade |

The Cathedral was built in 1824 as the Camden
Chapel, part of Lord
Camden's development of
the area. The architects
William and Henry Inwood
also designed nearby St.
Pancras Church. Classical
Greek architecture was their
inspiration and the tower at
All Saints was derived from
Lysicrates' monument in
Athens. It was converted to a
Greek Orthodox Church in 1948. In 2008 an
extensive programme of restoration and repairs
was begun - English Heritage gave £118,000
towards the £200,000 cost. Part of the
restoration included removing unauthorised
paint from the entrance colonnade and
limewashing it. Despite extensive tests prior to
the work commencing, shortly after completion
) [ 1. the new limewash began to
discolour in large patches.
The church is now faced
with the prospect of
removing all the new
limewash and starting new
trials. The church’s finances
have no reserves left to
deal with this unforeseen
problem. The work is
expected to cost £20-30,000 and the Trust has
offered a grant of £3,000 towards this.

Chapel of St Peter and St Paul, Old Royal
Naval College, Greenwich. World Heritage
Site.

The Foundation for the Old Royal Naval College
was set up in 1997 to restore and maintain the
buildings and grounds of the Naval College,
increase public access and promote



understanding of the site. The Foundation is
restoring the Naval College’s chapel, rebuilt
after a fire in 1779 and designed by James
“Athenian” Stuart. The chapel was completed in
1789. The Foundation is currently refurbishing
the chapel’s circular vestibule, which contains a
number of fine memorials as well as four Coade
stone statues of the Graces in niches, designed
by the artist Benjamin West. Over two centuries
these statues have
often been sloppily
covered with layers of
paint which have
obscured decorative
details. In September
2009 the statues of
Hope and Meekness
were cleaned, 17 layers
of paint removed to
reveal these statues
original beauty, with
delicate details such as
folds of drapery uncovered. The Foundation are
now set to restore the final two statues (one
pictured above), which are estimated to cost
£13,898.25. The Trust has offered £2,500
towards their restoration, which includes £1,000
graciously donated by The Hazel Wood
Charitable Trust.

Reliance Arcade, Electric Lane, Brixton.
Lambeth. Locally Listed.

The Reliance Arcade is one of the most
intriguing commercial buildings in Brixton. It
was built in 1925, and connects Brixton Road to
Electric Lane and the famous Electric Avenue
market area. The Electric Lane fagade,
embellished with
glazed, coloured tiles,
resembles an
Egyptian temple. This
style became
particularly popular
after the discovery of
the tomb of King

The facade has been
neglected over the
years and is in need
of repair and cleaning. Lambeth Council now
plan to restore the facade with funding from
Section 106 planning gain and a grant from the

Brixton Physical Regeneration Quick Programme.

Tutankhamun in 1922.

There is a slight shortfall in their funding and the
Trust has therefore offered a grant of £2,000 to
ensure the work goes forward.

The House Mill, Bromley-by-Bow. Newham.
Grade |

The House Mill, owned and run as a museum by
the River Lea 2,

Tidal Mill Trust, is N U
believed to be
the largest tidal
mill still in
existence in the
world. Originally :
built in 1776, on an existing pre-Domesday site,
it is a timber framed building clad in brick. In
addition to flour making, the mill served the
famous distillery next door on Three Mills Island.
The mill has four wheels and six, from an

original 12, pairs of millstones survive together
with other historic machinery. It ceased milling
in 1941 after it was bombed during the Second
World War, and it was saved from demolition in
the 1970s and restored. HoLT Ops has been
asked by the River Lea Tidal Mill Trust to
undertake an options appraisal for the
restoration of the working water wheels. This
will be supported in part by Thames Gateway,
English Heritage and the Pilgrim Trust, but
further funds are needed. The Trust has
therefore offered a grant of £3,000 towards this.
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Village Schoolhouse, Lower Green West,
Mitcham. Merton. Grade Il

The schoolhouse was built in 1788 as parish
rooms and used as a Sunday School. In 1812 it
became the National Day School. Today the
building contains privately-owned flats. The
schoolhouse has an attractive prospect over the

Lower Green, and not far :

1)

away are the Mary Tate
Almshouses, which the
Trust helped restore in
1991 with a grant of
£13,000. The
Schoolhouse is topped by
an attractive clock tower,
and Merton Council and
English Heritage have
asked us to help with its
restoration. The work is expected to cost
around £9,000 and HolT has offered a grant of
£3,000 towards this.




Holy Trinity Church, Roehampton.
Wandsworth. George Fellowes Prynne.
Grade II*

Begun in 1898 Holy Trinity is an impressive Neo-
Gothic church faced in Corsham Down stone. It
is much used by the local community and also
provides rehearsal i

space and a concert
venue for the
Wandsworth Symphony
Orchestra. Its
impressive spire is a
prominent local
landmark and can be
seen from Richmond
Park. The spire was
damaged in storms of
the late 1980s, with the top of the structure
shifting and cracking. Emergency repairs at the
time were inadequate. The pinnacles have also
suffered erosion and the whole upper portion of
the steeple now needs intensive work to keep it
in place. This work will include creating a metal
cage within the spire to stabilise and strengthen
the structure. The pinnacles will also be taken
down and rebuilt. The total cost is expected to
be over £178,000, with English Heritage
providing a grant of £70,000 towards this. The
church has also contributed £30,000 from their
fabric fund. The Trust has offered a grant of
£4,000 towards the work.

St George’s Hanover Square. Westminster.
Grade |

This fine classical church by John James was
built 1721-24 as one of the fifty churches of
Queen Ann’s Act of 1711. The church is well
known for its lunchtime recitals and also hosts
the Handel Music festival. They are currently
undertaking a £2.5 million restoration
programme and have discovered that the tower
clock has become erratic. The clock restorers
Smith of Derby, who
maintain the clock for the
church, have been unable
to repair this by
conventional methods
and have concluded that a
major overhaul of the dial
works is now essential.
This will involve
scaffolding on all four

sides of the tower and is expected to cost
£15,000. The church has a grant of £10,000
from the Hyde Park Place Estates Charity. The
Trust has offered a grant of £3,000 towards the
restoration of the clock.

Ruins in churchyard of St John the
Evangelist, Stanmore. Harrow. Grade II*
These ruins are all that remain of a fine brick
church constructed at Stanmore with funds
given by Sir John Wolstenholme in 1632. The
church was consecrated by William Laud, then
Bishop of London and later Archbishop of
Canterbury, who spent much of the Civil War
incarcerated in the Tower before being
beheaded in 1645— one of the charges laid
against him was the consecration of “a Chappel
of Sir John Wolstenham’s Building”, as
consecration was viewed by the Puritans as a
Papist practice. Sir John’s church survived until
1850, when work on a new stone church began
nearby. The old brick church was to be
demolished to pay for the new church, but after
its roof was removed a public outcry stopped
the demolition continuing and the building was
left as it was. As a result the tower and much of
the walls survived and the ruins were used for
burials. The building had been kept clear of ivy
and vegetation by local residents, and as the
ruins remain consecrated they are used for
open-air services in the summer. The base of
the tower and two sections of the wall have
deteriorated and must now be repaired to
ensure that the whole structure stays safe for
use. The cost of the work is estimated to be
£20,000 and the church has managed to collect
£8,000 locally. As this is a very interesting local
landmark, the Trust has offered a grant of
£2,000 towards the repair work.




