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Ride and Stride and London Churches Day

Saturday,  23rd July, 2011

Most London churches have heard of the Heritage of London Trust as we have been running a small grants programme for the repair of architectural features of church fabric for the last 30 years, and many churches have benefited from our grants.   The Ride and Stride however is little known in London, although very popular in the counties.   The Ride and Stride is a national event where members of a church congregation or friends raise sponsorship money by visiting as many churches as they can on a single day, typically by cycling or walking between churches.

On Saturday, 23rd July 2011 the Heritage of London Trust (HOLT) is teaming up with the National Churches Trust and Ride and Stride to host a London Churches Day as part of the Ride and Stride national event.

I am now writing to invite your church to join this.   There are three ways in which the parish can participate:-

1. By encouraging your congregation to gather sponsors and participate in the Ride and Stride.

2. By making the church open on 23rd July – you will need to ask volunteers to man the church during the day, on a rota basis.

3. By planning another event on the day (perhaps a bazaar, heritage trail of the monuments in your church, or mini-concert) which might encourage casual visitors.

We are very privileged to have Brunswick Arts Group to co-ordinate publicity for the event and the Heritage of London Trust will build on this with local London press.
This is the second year that a Ride and Stride will have been held in London – in September 2010 some twenty churches opened their doors – we hope to invite churches in the Diocese of  London and the Diocese of Southwark to take part.   As well as the website information, we also hope to produce a pocket guide book in paper form to make this event more inclusive and by encouraging local events we hope to raise the profile of the churches within the communities and give them a shop window to demonstrate the part churches play in our society.

To take part in the Ride and Stride, a person would typically walk or cycle between as many churches as he or she could reach in one day.   The money raised is then shared 50:50 between the walkers favourite church and the Heritage of London Trust.   HOLT will use its share for church restoration work in London.   A prize will be awarded to the church that raises the most money in London.   This is a wonderful way of getting fit if you are a cyclist or keen walker.

If you would like to join this, please do send back the attached form before 1st March, giving us the name of your nominated parish co-ordinator.                                                 
With very best wishes for 2011.
Yours sincerely, 

Diana Beattie
Director
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